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Report  of  the  Recording  Secretary 

of  the 
Women's  Canadian  Historical  Society  of  Ottawa. 

TWELFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Another  year  of  earnest  work,  replete  with  intense  interest 
has  crowned  with  success  the  efforts  of  the  Women's  Canadian 
Historical  Society  of  the  Capital. 

During  the  season  of  1910-11,  sixteen  meetings  have  been 
held,  ten  executive  (four  of  which  were  special),  and  six  general. 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  increased  interest  atmong  the 
young  people,  several  talented  young  ladies  having  taken  up  with 
enthusiasm  our  Canadian  history  study,  promising  well  for  the 
future. 

Having  so;  long  awaited  room  in  the  Public  Library  for 
the  proper  housing  of  our  archives,  and  receiving  no  encourage- 
ment for  the  future,  we  approached  the  Board  of  the  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association  with  the  most  satisfactory  result; 
their  consent  to  the  placing  of  a  bookcase,  by  our  Society,  match- 
ing the  interior  furnishings  of  their  reading  room,  where  our 
valuable  and  rapidly  increasing  collection  of  books,  documents 
and  manuscript  will  shortly  be  placed,  convenient  of  access  to  the 
members — a  courtesy  which  the  Society  most  gratefully 
appreciates. 

We  have  to  record  with  sorrow  the  loss  sustained  since  our 
last  annual  meeting  of  three  prominent  members  of  our  Society : 
the  first  an  Honourary  member  and  esteemed  Founder  of  our 
Society,  Lady  Edgar,  author  of  "The  Life  of  Brock,"  in  the 
'Makers  of  Canada'  series.  And  two  exceptionally  talented  active 
members — Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Perley  and  Miss  Ruby  Roth  well. 

Momentous  changes  in  the  history  of  the  British  Empire 
have  transpired  since  our  last  Annual  Meeting. 

On  May  6th,  at  a  time  when  the  nation  seemed  least  able  to 
spare  "the  Peacemaker, "  our  beloved  King  Edward  VII  received 
his  call  home  from  the  "King  of  Kings."  May  20th,  the  day  of 
the  funeral,  the  memorial  services  and  solemn  tribute  paid  to  his 
memory  in  the  Capital  of  the  Empire's  greatest  colony  will  never 
be  forgotten ;  on  that  occasion  the  members*  of  our  Society  were 
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distinguished  by  badges  of  royal  purple  with  portrait  of  the 
King  and  letters  E.E.I,  and  beneath  "In  Memoriam"  W.C.H.S. 
The  third  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  our  Society,  which  were 
in  press  at  the  time,  were  placed  in  'covers  of  royal  purple  with 
black  and  silver  letters.  The  accession  of  his  son,  our  present 
reigning  Sovereign,  King  George  V.  binds  his  dominions  over  the 
se<as  still  closer  to  the  motherland — as  is  evidenced  in  his  touch- 
ing message,  "To  my  People",  expressing  appreciation  of  the 
loving  devotion  of  the  nation  enabling  him,  "hopefully  to  look  to 
the  future,  strong  in  my  faith  in  God,  trusting  my  people,  and 
cherishing  the  laws  and  constitution  of  my  beloved  country." 
And  again — the  closing  words  of  the  King's  message  for  Empire 
Day — "To  my  People  beyond  the  seas"-  -"under  God's  guidance 
as  ruler  of  all  men,  I  will  maintain  upon  the  foundation  of  free- 
dom, justice  and  peace,  the  great  heritage  of  the  United  British 
Empire." 

In  connection  with  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  an  adjourned 
open  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  April,  in  the  Y. 
W.C.A.  Hall,  when  Mr.  Martin  Burrell,  |M,P.  of  Yale-Cariboo 
favored  the  Society  and  its  friend®  with  a  splendid  address  on 
"British  Coluimbia. "  The  speaker  of  the  evening  was  introduced 
by  the  distinguished  and  veteran  ox- Secretary  of  State,  Sir 
Richard  Scott  (whose  book  on  "the  choice  of  the  Capital"  is 
among  our  cherished  possessions)  and  who  congratulated  the 
W.C.H.S.  on  the  energy  and  industry  displayed  in  the  work  of 
their  patriotic  organization. 

Mr.  Burrell 's  address  proved  a  veritable  treat,  dealing  with 
fche  province  of  British  Columbia  from  its  earliest  beginnings  to 
the  present  day.  Opening  with  some  illustrations  of  the 
danger  of  always  taking  for  granted  that  every  one  knew  the 
A  B  C  of  things,  he  traced  three  periods  in  the  history  of  that 
Province: — the  first  and  earliest  period,  the  search  for  the  North- 
west passage ;  the  second — the  fur  trading  period ;  and  the  third, 
dealing  with  our  own  days.  In  conclusion,  he  urged  a  better 
acquaintance  with  British  Columbians,  who  were — "a  scattered 
people  of  'So  vast  a  heritage,  keeping  guard'  along  the  Pacific 
Coast."  Dr.  F.  .W.  King,  Director  of  the  Royal  Observatory, 
moved  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Burrell  for  his  masterly 
address,  making  some  very  interesting  allusions  to  the  different 
schools  of  historic  thought.  Judge  MiacTavish  in  seconding  the 
motion  said  the  Society  was  to  be  congratulated  on  obtaining  the 
services  of  men  sent  East  such  as  the  lecturer,  and  that  their 
/motto  from  "Love  thou  thy  land"  would  lead  to  the  fruition, 
"Know  thou  thy  land."  During  the  evening  delightful  instru- 
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mental    and    vocal   selections    were    rendered    by    Mrs.    Arthur 
McConnell,  Miss  Penelope  Davies  and  Mr.  A.  Elwyn  Clucas. 

•September  27th,  1910,  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada,  with 
which  we  have  the  honor  of  being  affiliated,  held  its  (postponed 
from  M<ay)  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Meeting  in  the  Normal  School. 
The  Presidential  address  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Geo.  Bryce, 
D.D.,on  "The  Cianadianizaition  of  Western  Canada,"  a  subject  for 
which  he  was  eminently  fitted — "Conciliation  with  Progress"  its 
keynote.  At  the  sessions  of  Section  11,  English  Literature, 
History,  etc.,  Dr.  Jas.  H.  Coyne,  Chairman;  your  delegate  had 
the  privilege  of  listening  to  several  very  interesting  and  instruct- 
ive papers,  among  them,  one  by  an  associate  member  of  our 
Society  and  member  of  the  Manitoba  Historical  Society,  Mrs. 
Geo.  Bryce,  read  by  the  President.  "Laiwreneiana"  by  Lt.-Col. 
Wm.  Wool,  notes  which  the  author  explained  were  merely  an 
introduction — "thinking  the  time  ripe  for  literature  and  art  to 
unite  in  a  book  on  the  river  of  Canada,  St.  Lawrence,  the  King 
of  Waterways."  "Pre-Loyalist  'Settlements  of  Nova  Scotia,"  by 
the  Ven.  Archdeacon  W.  6.  Raymond,  and  "With  Col.  Peacock's 
column  in  the  Fenian  Raid  o>f  1866,"  which  were  interesting 
personal  reminiscences  of  the  author,  Barlow  Cumberland,  M.A.. 
President  of  the  Ontario  Historical  Society.  The  morning  of  the 
28th  on  Reports  of  Associated  Societies,  the  President,  Dr.  Bryce, 
paid  a  very  gratifying  personal  tribute  to  the  value  of  the  work 
done  by  the  W.  C.  H.  S.  of  the  Capital  following  the  reading  of 
the  Report  of  that  Society  by  its  delegate,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Simpson. 

October  18th,  the  first  general  meeting  (an  open  one)  was 
held  in  the  Y.W.C.A.  Hall.  Mrs.  J.  Lome  McDougall  kindly 
presided  during  the  opening  business  session  in  the  regretted 
absence  otf  .ue  President,  througih  recent  be.reavetaien't,  after 
which  the  Chairman,  Sir  Elzear  Tasehereau  congratulated  the 
Society  on  its  wonderful  progress:  since  its  inauguration  and  in- 
troduced the  speaker  of  the  evening,  Mr.  J.  Stew.art  Carstairs, 
B.A.,  of  Toronto,  whose  address  on  "Historical  Landmarks  of 
the  Ottawa  Valley,"  was  listened  to  by  an  audience  which 
crowded  the  'hall  to  its.  utmost  capacity.  He  mentioned 
the  fact  that  in  Germany  they  only  -allow  specialists  to 
teach  history  because  they  recognize  it  as  the.  subject,  which  tends 
to  better  citizenship  and  instills  in  the  boyis  and  girls  a  national 
patriotism.  The  history  of  every  township  should  be  written  and 
preserved.  Mr.  L.  J.  Burpee,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Library, 
moved  a  vote  of  appreciation  which  Dr.  Benjamin  Suite  in 
seconding  remarked' — "That  before  the  Ottawa  river  was  dis- 
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covered,  the  spot  where  Ottawa  now  stands  was  the  real  capital 
of  all  this  district,  where  the  various  Indian  tribes  met  and  made 
their  treaties  and  laws."  A  pleasant  social  half  hour  was  then 
spent  and  attention  drawn  to  the  Society's  Annual  Report  for 
1909-10,  and  third  volume  of  Transactions,  containing  twelve 
papers  by  local  members,  treating  of  the  Capital  and  its  vicinity, 
placing  upon  record  much  historical  data  heretofore  unrecorded, 
of  great  value  to  the  student  of  Canadian  history  >and  showing  the 
Society's  splendid  work.  We  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  rare 
discernment  and  patience  shown  by  'Madame  Rheaume,  the 
talented  convener  oif  Oiur  Programme  Commititee>,  on  whom  the 
chief  onus  faJls  in  preparing  the  appropriate  and  enticing  menu 
of  our  literary  feasts. 

At  the  November  meeting  the  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Simpson,  as  accredited  delegate,  presented  a  full  report  of 
the  Annual  Convention  of  the  Ontario  Historical  Society,  which 
was  held  in  Brockville,  July  13th,  14th,  and  15th,  the  report  of 
which  will  appear  in  the  printed  Annual  Report  of  the  Society 
for  1910-11. 

Miss  Eva  Read  followed  with  a  delightful  verbal  resume*  of 
the  period  of  Canadian  history  between  1789-1835,  treating  of 
the  formation  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  and  the  settlement 
of  the  country.  At  the  close  she  spoke  of  her  visit  to  England 
during  the  past  summer  and  brought  a  message  of  kindly  re- 
meimbrance  from  Baroness  Macdonald  of  Earnscliffe  (the  only 
Colonial  Baroness  in  Iher  own  right)  to  the  W.C.H.S.  of  Oitawa. 

On  Friday,  December  9th,  the  last  meeting  for  1910  was 
held,  when  much  interest  was*  centered  in  the  paper  prepared 
and  read  by  Mrs.  A.  E.  Attwood  on  "The  North-west  Rebellion 
of  1885,"  illustrated  by  &  map  of  the  localities  covered.  Mrs. 
Attwood  in  a  clear  and  comprehensive  manner  took  her  hearers 
from  the  early  causes  of  discontent,  unfair  division  of  land,  the 
"Bill  of  Rights,"  the  government  too  .slow  in  heeding  their 
petition,  Louis  Riel  their  chosen  tout  cruel  and  selfish  leader 
incited  to  resultant  rebellion.  First  outbreak  at  Duck  Lake,  26th 
M<arth,  1885,  to  the  taking  of  Batoche  and  close — Riel  taken 
prisoner,  committed  for  high  treason  and  hung  together  with 
edght  Indians. 

The  first  meeting  of  1911  was  held  in  the  Public  Library, 
Friday,  January  13th.  The  paper  of  the  day  on  "The  Heroine  of 
Vercheres"  being  prepared  and  read  by  Mrs.  Walter  Artmstrong, 
and  enhanced  by  He'berts  exquisite  little  bronze  statuette  of  the 
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brave  little  French  maiden,  Marie  Madeleine  de  Vercheres>,  kindly 
leaned  by  Dr.  Doughty.  Mrs.  Armstrong's!  treatment  of  the 
subject  called  forth  warmest  encomiums  of  praise<.  The  usual 
chapter  of  Canadian  history,  summarized  by  Mrs.  Braddish 
Billings,  then  'followed,  dealing  in  this1,  instance  with  the  events 
which  transpired  between  1791-1812,  the  chief  point  of  interest 
centering  around  the  First  Parliament  of  Lower  Canada,  called 
together  December  17th,  1792. 

February's  general  meeting  was  presided  over  by  our 
gracious  honourary  Vice-President ,  Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Foster,  who 
suggested  in  opening  the  meeting  that  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary 'extend  the  best  wishes  of  our  Society  to  its  President,  Mrs. 
Thos.  Ahearn,  for  a  pleasant  visit  to  California  and  complete 
restoration  to  health — which  was  heartily  carried.  Mrs.  Braddish 
Billings  reported  her  trip  'to  'Toronto  as  delegate  from  our  Society 
to  the  large  and  important  deputation  which  interviewed  Sir 
James  Whitney  re  the  erection  of  a  monuiment  to  commemorate 
the  heroes  of  the  war  of  1812-14.  The  paper  of  the  day  on  "The 
Siege  of  the  Long  Sault,"  was  prepared  and  read  by  Miss 
Magdalen  Casey,  who  ably  reviewed  the  final  struggle  of  the 
Iroquois  to  gain  control  in  New  France. — from  the  foundation  of 
the  colony  around  Montreal  before  1653  by  Maisonneuve,  to  the 
Siege  of  the  Long  Sault,  1660,  when  the  brave  hero  Adam  Dollard 
des  Ormeaux  and  his  .sixteen  intrepid  followers-  saved  Montreal, 
and  Canada  went  on  to  the  fulfilment  of  her  destiny.  The  250th 
anniversary  of  this  telling  victory  was  enthusiastically  celebrated 
in  Montreal  Last  May  on  Place  d'Armes. 

Miss  Muriel  Shortt's  history  chapter  was  a  very  clever  verbal 
resume  dealing  with  the  First  Parliament  of  Upper  Canada,  fill= 
ing  in  'every  occurrence  from  the  passing  of  the  Constitutional 
Act  in  1791  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  1812,  with  tribute  to 
the  splendid  systeim  of  military  rule  'established  by  Lord  Simcoe. 

The  thanks  of  the  'Society  are  due  Mr.  McLeod  Stewart  for 
his  kindness  in  delivering  an  illustrated  lecture,  under  their 
auspices,  on  the  timely  topic  of  the  day — "The  Georgian  Bay 
Ship  Canal."  The  Hon.  George  E.  Foster  kindly  presided  on 
that  occasion. 

On  Friday  the  10th  of  March,  the  last  paper  of  the  season 
on  "Personal  reminiscences  of  the  tragic  events  at  Frog  Lake  and 
Fort  Pitt  during  the  Northwest  rebellion  of  1885,"  was  given  by 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Page't,  who,  with  her  parents  and  little  sister  wer2 
made  prisoners  by  the  Indians  of  Chief  Big  Bear's  band.  Her 
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vivid  description's  of  the  tragic  events  were  of  thrilling  interest 
and  much  appreciated.  Miss  Hazel  Bigger  with  a  skilful  touch 
interestingly  reviewed  the  history  of  the  Maritime  Provinces 
during  the  period  of  1783-1812,  thus  bringing  to  a  close  our 
Canadian  history  study  for  the  season. 

Our  Society  is  at  present  intensely  interested  in  a  Memorial 
of  Peace — as  the  outward  expression  of  the  soul  of  our  nation. 
It  was  war  that  taught  the  Netherlands  to  federate  in  1619.  It- 
was  war  which  united  the  States  in  America;  federated  Switzer- 
land, Germany,  and  Australia,  and  unified  Italy.  But  Canada 
formed  a  great  nation!  life  out  of  distinct  provinces  of  conflicting 
interests  in  a  time  of  profound  peace.  It  is  this  act  we  wish  to 
commemorate. 

The  following  speaks  for  itself. 

At  the  meeting  of 'the  Executive  of  the  Women's  Canadian 
Historical  'Society  held  in  the  Public  Library,  Saturday,  November 
5th,  1910,  the  Hon.  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Foster  in  the 
Chair.  The  Minutes  of  last  Executive  were  read  and  approved — 
in  'business  arising  cut  of  the  minutes  re  the  nomination  at  the 
Annual  Convention  of  'the  Ontario  Historical  Society  held  in 
Erockville,  July  13th,  14th  and  15th  of  our  President,  Mrs.  Thos. 
Ah  earn  to  the  '  'Historic  Sites  and  Monuments  Committee, ' '  and 
that-  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Simpson,  to  the 
special  centenial  committee  appointed  for  the  "Suitable  Com- 
memoration of  Historic  Events. ' '  The  Recording  Secretary  asked 
permission  to  bring  up  the  following  resolution  as  appertaining 
to  the  work  of  their  committees: 

Resolved : — "That,  ais  the  Plaza  which  is  to  be  built  between 
the  two  bridges,  will  form  the  true  centre  of  Ottawa,  the  Capital 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada — 'the  Women's  Canadian  Historical 
Society  do  hereby  earnestly  advocate  the  erection  thereon  of  •* 
symbolical  (Memorial  of  that  great  historical  event  the  Confeder- 
ation of  the  Provincesi — A  Victory  of  Peace." 

This  resolution,  moved  'by  Mrs.  Simpson,  and  seconded  by 
Mrs.  Ahearn,  met  with  unanimous  approval  and  was  read  and 
ratified  by  a  standing  vote  at  the  General  Meeting  of  the  W.C. 
H.S.  held  in  the  Public  Library,  Friday,  .November  llth,  and  the 
above  (ladies  were  authorized  as  a  committee  to  have  the  matter 
brought  before  Parliament.  All  the  Provinces  to  be  requested  to 
contribute  to  the  central  symbolical  figure  other  symbols,  or  their 
coat  of  arms,  making  the  project  at  once  comprehensive  and 
unifying  in  its  character.  The  design  to  be  submitted  for  world- 
wide competition. 
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Monday,  January  30th,  1911,  the  Premier,  Sir  Wilfrid 
L,aurier,  accompanied  by  two  of  his  ministers1,  Hon.  Mr.  Pugsley, 
Minister  of  Public  Works,  and  Hon.  Mackenzie  King,  Minister 
of  Labor,  graciously  accorded  an  interview  to  the  President,  Mrs. 
Thos.  Ahearn  and  the 'Ptecording  Secretary,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Simpson 
of  the  W.C.H.S.,  who  presented  a  Memorial  from  that  Society, 
embodying  the  above  resolution. 

The  committee  were  introduced  by  the  local  member,  Mr. 
II.  B.  McGiverin,  to  the  Premier  who  received  them  most 
courteously  'and  expressed  himself  as  .most  favourably  impressed 
with  the  idea  as  conveyed  in  the  memorial  and  the  deep  interest 
taken  by  the  W.iC.jHjS.  in  their  Capital  and  Country,  promising 
that  the  matter  would  have  careful  consideration  by  tlie  govern- 
ment. Let  us  hope  that  in  the  not  too  distant  future  this  will 
prove  unfait  accompli. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JENNY  R.  SAMPSON, 

Hon.  Recording  Secretary. 

Ottawa,  March  29th,  1911. 
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Report  of  the  Corresponding 
Secretary 


Since  our  last  Annual  Meeting,  the  correspondence  of  the 
Society  has  wonderfully  branched  out  in  various  new  directions. 
We  have  'been  in  communication  with  many  Societies  and  in- 
dividuals— residing  one  might  say,  at  the  four  quarter®  of  the 
Globe.  Among  them  notably,  are  let-tens  from  Italy,  Sweden, 
Uruguay,  London,  California,  Chicago,  Washington,  Montreal, 
Toronto,  Quebec,  Colufmbus,  Ohio,  Halifax,  Boston,  Napanee, 
Buffalo,  Cornwall,  Tilsonburg,  Charleston,  S.C.,  St.  Thomas, 
and  last  but  not  least,  our  local  correspondents. 

Acknowledgments  for  reports  and  transactions  received, 
have  come  frcim  Stockholm,  Sweden;  Royal  Colonial  Institute, 
London,  Eng. ;  Montevideo;  Republica  Oriental  Del  Uruguay; 
Library  of  Congress,  Washington;  State  Library  of  Massachu- 
setts; The  John  Crerar  Library  of  Chicago;  Carnegie  Library, 
Ottawa;  The  Minister  of  Education,  through  the  Librarian,  Mr. 
Henry  Alley;  Professor  Ramsay  Wright,  Biological  Department 
of  the  University  of  Toronto;  frottn  the  veteran  Historiographer, 
J.  George  Hodgins,  now  in  the  90th  year  of  his  age,  and  66th  of 
active  service ;  from  the  Local  Master  otf  Titles  for  the  County  of 
Elgin ;  Dr.  James  Coyjie,  who  also  highly  complimented  the 
Society  upon  its  good  work ;  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Brown  of  Til-sonburg, 
also  offering  high  praise;  Barlow  Cumberland,  M.A.,  Port  Hope; 
Colonel  Win.  Wood,  Quebec;  Clarence  M.  Warner,  Esq., 
Napanee;  and  C.  'W.  James,  Secretary  of  the  Ontario  Historical 
Society. 

Then,  there  were  letters  of  acknowledgment  for  having 
honorary  membership  conferred  upon  them,  frottn  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Justice  Longley,  Halifax,  the  Hon.  Sir  Richard  Scott,  Ottawa, 
Prof.  Adam  Shortt,  Ottawa,  Miss  Agnes  Fitzgibbon,  Toronto, 
Lady  Edgar,  (dated  Cadenabbia,  Italy,  May  llth,  1910),  Rt. 
Hon.  Sir  Elzear  Taschereau,  Kt.,  P.C.,  LL.D.,  Dr.  Arthur 
Doughty,  C.M.G.,  J.  Stewart  Car  stairs,  B.A.,  Toronto,  Lawrence 
J.  Burpee, F.R.G.S.,  Public  Librarian,  Ottawa,  McLeod  Stewart, 
M.A.,  Ottawa,  Martin  Burrill,  M.P.,  Grand  Forks,  B.C. 

Several  letters  have  been  received  from  members  of  the 
Society,  acknowledging  those  of  'Sympathy  sent  to  them  in  their 
time  of  trouble,  among  which  was  one  from  Misfs  Edgar,  Mr. 
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Geo.  E.  Perley,  Mrs,  J,  B.  Simpson,  and  Miss  Rothwell.  One 
from  the  President  expressing  thank&  for  the  kind  resolution  of 
sympathy  iand  good  wishes  for  her  speedy  recovery  from  her 
recent  illness,  also  her  safe  return  from  Coronado  Beach,  GaJl. 
Several  from  members  of  the  Society,  thanking  Mrs.  Aheam  for 
her  generosity  in  providing  memorial  badges  for  the  Society,  to 
be  worn  on  the  day  of  the  funeral  of  our  late1  beloved  Sovereign, 
King  Edward  the  VII.  of  revered  memory.  Communications 
from  the  Education  >and  Treasury  Departments,  'Toronto,  on 
business  in  connection  with  the  carrying  on  of  the  Society ;  favors 
asked,  and  favors-  granted;  co-operation  solicited  in  various 
schemes  of  historical  work,  'such  as  the  erection  of  monuments, 
preservation  of  landmarks,  etc.,  notably,  a  monument  to  be 
erected  on  Nepean  Point  to  the  memory  of  Samuel  de  Champlam, 
one  to  the  heroes  of  the  wars  of  1812-14,  to  be  erected  near  the 
House  of  Parliament,  Toronto.  In  this  connection  it  will  be 
remem/bered,  your  Corresponding  Secretary  was  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate to  represent  the  Society  which  waited  upon  the  Premier 
Sir  James  .Whitney  on  January  20th,  where  more  than  200 
enthusiastic  members  of  different  organizations  throughout  the 
Province  were  represented.  Other  letters  were  from  Viscount 
de  Fronsac,  Mr.  de  Rinzey,  an  Ottawa  artist,  Mr.  Errol 
Bouehette,  George  Durnford,  Esq.,  of  the  Landmarks  Associa- 
tion, to  send  a  delegate  to  their  meeting  at  Indianapolis.  A 
communication  from  Mr.  Clarence  W'arner,  the  Secretary,  an- 
nouncing that  Mrs.  Ahearn  had  been  appointed  to  the  Historic 
Sites1  and  Landmarks  Committee,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Ontario 
Historical  Socety,  which  met  in  Brockville  in  July,  1910:. 

The  Report  of  the  Librarian  shows  that  the  following  addi- 
tions have  'been  made  to  our  growing  collection :  Annual  Reports 
from  the  York  Pioneer  Historical  Society,  the  Ltennox  and 
Addington  Historical  Society,  Public  Libraries,  Library  of  Con- 
gress., Washington,  Literary  ,and  Scientific  Institution  of  Ontarioi, 
and  the  Ontario  Historical  As&ocition,  held  in  the  University  of 
Toronto.  Proceedings'  of  ]5th  Annual  Conference'  of  the  American 
Historical  Association.  "The  Napanee  Beaver"  Historiographer's 
Report  on  Department  of  Education,  Volume  of  Transactions 
from  'Stockholm,  'Sweden,  Two  copied  of  "Place  naines  in  the 
1000  Islands"  by  James  White,  E.R.G.S.,  Secretary  of  the  Con- 
servation Commission  of  Canada. 

One  copy  from  C.  C.  James,  Deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Province  Ontario,  of  a  "Tennyson  Pilgrimage,"  and  "Tennyson 
the  Imperialist." 

"Tihe  Choice  of  the  Capital,"  by  Sir  Richard  Scott 
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The  Ottawa  Sheet  of  the  Standard  Topographical  Map  of 
Canada. 

From  Miss  Gilkison,  President  of  the  Brant  Historical 
Society,  Btrantford — "Completion  of  the  Great  Western  Railway, 
1854,"  compiled  by  Miss  Gilkison,  from  papers  of  her  father,  the 
late  Colonel  Gilldson. 

"Visit  of  the  Governor-General  and  Countess  of  Dufferin. 
to  the  Six  Nation  Indians,  August  25th,  1874," — a  narrative  by 
J.  I.  Gilkison,  Superintendent,  Indian  Office,  Bratntford. 

A  Volume  of  the  Tal'bot  Papers  from  Dr.  Coyne. 

C.  E.  BILLINGS, 
Hon.  'Corresponding  Secretary. 

Ottawa,  March  29th,  1911. 
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Treasurer's  Report,  March,  1910,  to 
March,  1911. 


It  seems  but  a  short  time  since  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of 
this  'Society,  when,  the  Financial  Statement  for  the  preceding 
year  was1  presented  by  our  then  Treasurer  Mrs.  Quain,  whose 
long  and  efficient  services  our  Society  was  very  sorry  to  lose, 
especially  so,  as  ill-health  was  the  cause  of  her  regretted 
resignation. 

It  is  somew'hat  difficult  to  realize  that  we  have  reached  an- 
other period  in  the  history  of  our  (Society,  and  we  migiio  perhaps, 
at  such  a  time,  quite  profitably  look  backward  over  our  past-  years 
and  try  to  discover  any  errors  of  omission  or  commission.,  if  such 
exist,  and  guard  against  them  in  future.  We  may  well  be  ex- 
cused too,  if  we  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  work  the  Society 
has  so'  far  accomplished  and  be  encouraged  to  look  forward  to  the 
expansion  of  this  work  in  all  ways  that  are  possible,  in  the 
;ming  year. 

Since  last  year  our  membership  list  has  greatly  increased, 
which  of  course  adds  somewhat  to  the  funds  of  our  treasury,  but 
quite  apart  from  the  financial  side  of  the  matter,  I  would  like  to 
express  the  .hope  that  there  are 'many  others  in  this  city  whose 
interest  in  historic  events  may  'be  awakened  and  their  love  of 
country  be  aroused  so  that  they  will  feel  impelled  to  join  in  the 
commendable  work  this  Society  has  undertaken.  The  Motto  of 
our  Society  "Love  Thou  Thy  Land"  should  certainly  be  a  cry 
of  inspiration  to  the  women  citizens  of  the  Capital  of  Canada. 

I  must  not  trespass  on  those  enticing  paths  of  historical  re- 
search where  some  o<f  our  members  have  'been  wandering  during 
the  past  year  and  along  which  our  very  capable  Keco>rding  Secre- 
tary is  better  aible  than  I  'to  lead  you  in  retrospect,  and  instead 
confine  my  remarks  to  the  field  of  figures,  dry  as  dust  though  k 
may  be,  which  is  my  especial  province,  but  which  may  be  of 
somie  slight  interest  as  a  guarantee  of  the  financial  well-being  of  ' 
our  Society. 
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RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  Bank  19th  March,  1910 $104.95 

Membership  Fees   46.50 

Government  Grant   200.00 

Sale  of  Transactions  of  Society 6.60 

Balance  returned  'by  Delegate  to  Ont.  Hist.  Sac 7.20 

Balance  returned  by  Delegate  to  Toronto 2.00 

Savings  Bank  Interest 2.51 

$369.76 
EXPENDITURE. 

Printing  ;transactions  oif  Society $139.50 

Advertising  Meetings,  etc 18.12 

Stationery,  Postage  and  Printed  Post  Cards 31.15 

Expenses  of  Delegates 50.00 

Affiliation  Fees  to  other  Societies 23.00 

Water  Color  Painting  of  Motto  of  'Society 10.00 

Sundry  other  Payments,   including  expenses  for  meet- 
ings, rent  of  hall,  etc 19.35 

Balance  on  hand  29th  March,  1911   78.64 


$369.76 
Respectfully  submitted, 

LIMA  ROTSHWELL, 

Hon.  Treasurer. 


Certified  correct, 

(Sgd.)  JAMES  D.  FRASEiR,  Auditor. 

Ottawa,  28th  March,  1911. 
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Report  of  our  Delegate,  Mrs.  J.  B 
Simpson 

to  the 
ONTARIO  HISTORICAL  CONVENTION. 

held  in 
BROCKVILLE,  JULY  13th,  14th,  and  15th,  1910. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ontario  Historical  Society  was 
held  in  the  Town  of  Brockville  on  the  13th,  14th  and  15th  of 
July,  19101.  The  Sessions,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Mayor 
and  Council,  being  held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  the  Law 
Library  placed  at  'the  disposal  of  the  various  committees. 

A  jolly  party  of  three,  favoured  with  three  days  of  sunshine, 
we,  the  'Treasurer  and  two  'Secretaries'  of  our  affiliated  Women's 
Canadian  Historical  Society  of  Ottawa  were  privileged  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  historical  feast.  After  registering  a,t  the  "  Strath  - 
cona"  where  we  engaged  a  suite  of  comfortable  rooms,  with 
balconies  overlooking  the  glorious  St.  Lawrence,  we  proceeded 
to  the  Court  House,  where  the  first  session  opened  at  2.30,  July 
13th,  the  popular  President,  Mr.  Barlow  Cumberland,  M.A.,  of 
Port  Hope,  in  the  chair — business,  presidential  address  and 
reports  of  affiliated  societies. 

Tlbe  President  in  his  opening  address  briefly  reviewed  the  work 
of  the  Society  during  .the  past  year,  its  steady  growth  and  in- 
valuable work  in  preserving  historic  relics — Fort  George  and 
Navy  Hall  restored  and  kept  in  order — and  enthusing  fresh  in- 
terest in  our  Canadian  history. 

Miss  Carnochan,  President  of  the  Niagara  Historical  Society 
and  Curator  of  its  interesting  and  valuable  museum  "Meimorhi 
Hall"  in  presenting  the  report  of  that'  Society  said  each  member 
(now  160)  was  asked  to  add  something  to  the  collection,  and 
spoke  of  the  growing  interest  in  history  in  the  country  generally. 

Mr.  Clarence  M.  [Warner,  of  Napanee,  reported  verbally  for 
the  Lennox  and  Addington  'Society  on  the  rapidly  growing  collec- 
tion of  their  valuable  museum,  and  also  for  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  preservation  of  historic  sites. 

Miss  Gilkinson,  President  of  the  Brant  Historical  Society  of 
Brantford,  in  her  interesting  report  mentioned  having  adopted 
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the  great  chief's  motto  for  their  Society:  "Chief  Brant  always 
pushed  forward,"  and  in  memory  of  that  motto  we  push  forward 
slowly. 

The  report  of  the  Women's  Canadian  Historical  Society  of 
Ottawa  was  then  presented  by  your  delegate,  Mrs.  J.B.  Simpson, 
and  most  favorably  received. 

Mr.  Francis  Cleary  of  Windsor,  reported  for  Essex  County 
Historical  Society,  fortnightly  meetings1  held,  several  hundred 
circulars  sent  out  asking  for  contributions  bearing  on  the  early 
hi&tory  of  counties,  historic  incidents,  etc.,  with  interesting 
references  to  the  history  of  the  Town  of  Amherstburg  and  Fort 
Maiden. 

Dr.  James  Coyne  of  St.  Thomas  first  read  the  report  of  the 
Women's  Historical  'Society  of  that  town,  in  the  regretta'ble 
absence  of  its  President,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Wilson  (wife  of  Senator 
Wilson),  explaining  that  this  association  was  an  auxiliary  of  the 
Elgin  Historical  and  'Scientific  Institute — (sort  of  Women's 
Auxiliary)  their  number  limited  to  100,  (good  idea !)  numbers  on 
the  waiting  list  of  1909-10.  Mrsi.  Wilson  has  contributed  an  in- 
teresting paper  on  the  history  of  an  old  church  in  Virginia,  while 
spending  .some  holidays  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  Fortress  Monroe; 
reference  was  also  made  in  the  highest  terms  to  a  valuable 
exchange  paper  received  from  our  W.C.H.8.  on  the  "Battle  of 
the  Windmill,"  by  Miss  Amey  Horsey.  In  a  letter  of  thanks 
for  the  paper,  received  from  Mrs.  Wilson,  she  refers  to  the  old 
church  in  Virginia  saying:  "there  is  much  in  that  part  of  the 
country  that  is  really  part  of  our  own  history,  and  particularly  at 
Williamisburg  I  felt  that  the  Americans  were  really  cousins." 
Dr.  Coyne  reported  the  number  of  members  of  the  Elgin  Histori- 
cal and  'Scientific  Institute,  187,  including  the  ladies. 

Mr.  John  Dearness,  of  London,  in  his  report  of  the  London 
and  Middlesex  Historical  Society,  spoke  of  its  inception  in  1901 ; 
the  great  success  of  their  Loan  Exhibit,., and  resolution  regarding 
a  memorial  brass  tablet  to  the  victims  of  the  ill-fated  "Victoria. " 

Mr.  David  Williams,  otf  Collingwood,  editor  of  the  "Colling- 
wood  Bulletin"  and  'Secretary  of  the  Huron  Historical  Institute, 
reported  the  great  success  of  their  Society,  now  seven  years  old : 
mentioning  a  most  interesting  address  delivered  under  their 
auspices  by  Mr.  Knetchtel,  Inspector  Forestry  Department,  to  a 
densely  packed  audience;  and  the  great  success  of  an  illustrated 
lecture  which  he  gave  of  "Collingwood  and  locality,  past  and 
present,"  illustrated  with  lantern  elides  from  over  100  photos, 
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dating  from  1856,  and  which  had  aroused  great  interest.  The 
value  also  of  a  civic  improvement  department  connected  with 
their  Society  which  gave  yearly  prizes.  And  dwelling  at  some 
length  on  the  preservation  of  historic  sites  in  that  section,  of 
Fort  Ste.  Marie  on  Christian  Island;  the  Indians  were  getting 
wise  as  to  the  value  of  their  relics  at  this  last  stand  of  the  Hurons 
— many  tourists  carrying  away  portions  of  the  old  Fort,  and 
stones  from  the  high  wall  taken  to  build  a  pier — suggested  a 
resolution  should  be  brought  before  Committee,  to  come  before 
the  Indian  Department,  as  to  proper  supervision  being  kept,  viz : 
by  the  Huron  Institute,  against  "irresponsible  diggers,"  and  the 
place  cleared  up  .so  as  to  be  properly  seen.  Mr.  C.  M.  Warner 
read  memoranda  from  the  Historic  Sites  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee as  to  keeping  what  landmarks  we  have  in  the  best  possible 
manner. 

Suggestions :  Colldngwood  (Fort  Ste.  Marie,  on  Christian  Is- 
land), to  be  preserved  as  a  government  park.  Thamesville,  (par- 
sonage, first  sermon  preached  in  1804).  At  St.  Thomas,  Judge 
Ermatinge>r  said,  six  sites  should  be  marked.  London,  a  monu- 
ment in  memory  of  victims  of  the  "Victoria"  disaster.  Drum- 
mondville,  (the  old  churchyard,  war  of  1812),  has  been-  taken  up 
by  the  Women's  Historical  Society  of  "Toronto.  Niagara  has  many 
interesting  places  yet  to  mark.  Lennox  and  Addington  (the  old 
church  at  Adolphustown,  actual  landing  place  of  the  U.E.  Loyal- 
ists), to  be  a  park.  Dr.  Coyne  moved  the  adoption  of  this 
admirable  report  to  be  carried  out  by  the  proper  authorities. 

The  President,  Mr.  Barlow  Cumberland,  spoke  of  the  value 
of  local  societies  in  securing  historic  sites,  and  that'  in  affiliating 
with  the  parent  society  they  were  entitled  to  acquire  and  hold 
property  for  historic  purposes. 

A  Special  Committee  was  then  appointed  for  "Suitable 
Commemoration  of  Historic  Events. "  The  Centennial  Commem- 
oration Committee  comprised  of  Miss  Carnochan,  Niagara,  Con- 
vener; Judge  McDonald,  Brockville;  Clarence  M.  Warner, 
Napanee;  J.  Stewart  Carstairs,  Toronto;  and  Mrs.  J.B.  Simpson, 
Ottawa.  Nominating  Committee:  Dr.  James  H.  Coyne,  Conven- 
er; Alex  Fraser,  David  Williams,  Francis  Cleary,  John  Dearness, 
and  Mrs.  B.  Billings.  The  name  of  our  honoured  President, 
Mrs.  Thos.  Ahearn  was  added  to  the  Standing  Committee  for 
the  year — "Historic  Sites  and  Monuments." 

At  8  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  Society  and 
its  friends  met  in  the  Council  Chamber,  the  President,  Mr. 
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Barlow  Cumberland  in  the  chair,  when  the  first  paper  of  the 
evening  was  delivered  by  His  Honour  Judge  Herbert  S.  McDon- 
ald of  Brockville  on  "The  United  Empire  Loyalists  of  the  Old 
Johnstown  District," — the  U.E.  Loyalists' — a  subject  that 
appea'ls  to  our  he-arts-,  for  they  are  indeed  as  His  Honor  quoted 
from  Dr.  Ryerson  in  opening — "A  Canadian  ancestry  whose 
heroic  deeds  and  unswerving  Christian  patriotism  form  a  patent 
of  nobility  more  valued  'by  their  descendants  than  the  coronet 
of  many  a  modern  nobleman,"  and  who  may  justly  be  called  the 
forefathers  of  the  great  province  of  Ontario.  In  1788,  the  county 
town  of  the  District  of  Johnstown  was  Johns-town,  two  or  three 
miles  from  Prescott.  In  1810,  Brockville  became  the  county 
Town  and  a  valuable  painting  of  the  Royal  Arms  of  George  III, 
which  hung  in  the  old  Johnstown  Court  House,  now  hangs  above 
the  Judges'  bench  in  the  present  court  room.  The  Judge  spoke! 
of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  relic,  a  strong  party  being 
opposed  to  its  removal  to  Brockville,  laboring  under  the  impres- 
sion that  no  legally  constituted  court  could  be  held  without  the 
Royal  Arms,  but  by  some  stratagem  the  coveted  insignia  was 
secured.  In  closing  he  dwelt  on  the  great  lesson  to  be  learned 
from  these  United  Empire  Loyalists  who  had  passed  up  to  us  a 
heritage  so  great  and  goodly — "Let  us  be  loyal  to  their  memory, 
and  may  the  good  hand  cif  their  God  and  ours,  be  on  us  as  a 
people  and  above  all  to  Him  may  we  be  loyal  in  heart  and  pur- 
pose and  service."  He  then  read  Wm.  Kirby's  fine  poem  on  the 
"U.E.  Loyalists"  from  which  I  may  give  a  stanza: — 

"To  the  proud  exiles,  who  for  Empire  fought, 
And  kept,  though  losing  much,  this  northern  Land, 
A  reifuge  and  defence  for  all  who  love 
The  broader  freedom  of  a  commonwealth, 
That  wears  upon,  its  head  a  kingly  crown." 

The  second  paper  was  given  by  Lt.-Col.  W.  S.  Buell  of  the 
41st  Rifles,  Brockville,  on  "Military  Movement  in  this  Vicinity 
during  the  War  of  1812"  and  contained  much  valuable  informa- 
tion taken  from  English  and  American  authorities  and  the 
Archives  about  this  "Invasion  of  Canada  by  the  Army  of  the 
North,  and  its  result,  full  of  glory  to  Canada,  because  the  people 
were  one. ' ' 

The  third  and  last  paper  of  the  evening  on  "Early  French 
Occupation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Valley"  by  John  Stewart  Car- 
stairs,  B.A.  of  Toronto,  was  given — to  quote  his  own  words, — "as 
a  St.  Lawrence  boy  con  amore."  Pie  spoke  of  the  glories  o>f  the 
St.  Lawrence,  likening  that  noble  river  to  a  string  on  which  we 
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hang  the  pearls  of  our  history.  Tracing  from  its  earliest  dis- 
covery when  Cartier  groping  laid  the  foundation  for  the  future 
exploration  of  the  country,  Champlain  following  62  years  later, 
Still  later  La  Sails.  Constant  endeavors  to>  reach  the.  North  West 
passage  to  China.  Then  Front enac  carne  up  and  founded  Fort 
Frontenac.  The  Seven  Years  War.  Amherst  in  17(X).  Chateau- 
guay,  Bed  George,  the  militant  McDonald,  and  his  gallant  French 
co-operator  de  Salaberry.  The  marvellous,  chain  of  great  Lakes 
its  camping  ground;  last  rapid  escape  at  Lachine,  the  oldest  pa.rt 
of  the  continent,  geologists  tell  us.  Twenty  miles  wide  at  the 
Saguenay,  one  hundred  at  Gaspe.  This  glowing  epic  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  was  enthusiastically  received.  Mr.  Francis  Cleary, 
Windsor,  moved,  and  the  Eevd.  J.  J.  Brown,  T'ilsonburg,  second- 
ed a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  three  gentlemen  fo>r  their  ex- 
cellent addresses. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  a  local  -branch  of  the  Historical 
Society  was  formed,  many  familiar  names  of  descendants  of  the 
United  Empire  Loyalists  among  the  number  enlisted l  and  to 
whom  we,  the  .Women's  Canadian  Historical  Society  of  the 
Capital,  wish  every  success. 

The  morning's,  session  of  the  14th  July  was  marked  by  the 
civic  welcome  extended  the  Ontario  Historical  Society  by  Mayor 
Patterson,  and  members  of  the  Town  Council  to  the  old  Town  of 
Brockville,  incorporated  now  for  100  yeaijsi — reviewing  many 
historical  facts  and  extending  a  cordial  invitation  to  compliment- 
ary excursion  the  following  day  to  historic  points  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  river.  The  reading  of  the  reports  was  then  resumed, 
and  that  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  with  which  you  are  also 
acquainted,  was  followed  by  an  extempore  repotrt  from  Mr.  James 
C.  Morden,  Lundy's  Lane  Historical  Society,  who>  spoke  of  the 
great  lass  sustained  by  the  death  of  Canon  Bull,  bronze  tablet  to 
his  memory  as  ''Father"  and  1st  President  of  the  Historical  So- 
ciety ;  he  wished  monument  to  the  United  Empire  Loyalists  to  be 
on  Niagara  Frontier — referring  to  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  Macken- 
zie King,  Minister  of  Labour  of  Canada,  at  the  Harvard  Com- 
mencement last  year,  in  which  he  had  urged  the  placing  of  a 
Memorial  on  the  frontier  at  Niagara  to  commemorate  100  years 
of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  cen- 
tenial  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  1914.  Councillor  Wilgress,  editor 
of  the  "Brockville  Times"  endorsed  all  the  previous  speakers  on 
the  United  Empire  Loyalists.  While  the  United  Empire  Loyalists 
were  fighting  here,  his  people  in  Army  and  Navy  were  fighting 
in  the  Motherland.  President  Cumberland  warmly  thanked  the 
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M<ayor  and  Council  for  their  welcome  and  spoke  of  the  pleasure 
he  had  in  viewing  the  many  improvements  in  the  historic  town, 
notably  that  of  Riverside  Park.  Mr.  John  Dearness  of  London 
made  some  personal  suggestions  on  the  proposed  Memorial  Hall 
to  United  Empire  Loyalists ;  a  special  patriotic  day ;  also  that  an 
Historical  exhibition  be  held  in  connection  with  Toronto  Exhibi- 
tion, paintings  by  noted  artists,  etc.,  would  prove  museum  of 
educational  value.  Mr.  Carstairs  moved  approval  of  suggestions, 
and  should  be  carried  out,  .and  committee  appointed  seconded 
by  C.  M.  Warner;  this  Committee  referred  the  matter  to  Special 
Committee  already  appointed.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of 
Mrs.  Clementina  Fessenden  of  Hamilton,  President  of  the  Flag 
Committee,  her  report  was  read  by  'Miss  Gilkison. 

At  -the  meeting  of  the  Centennial  Commemoration  Committee 
at  9.30,  in  the  Law  Library,  the  following  resolution  was  moved 
by  Judge  McDonald :  ' 'That  this  Committee  consider  it  all- 
important  that  the  war  of  1812-14  should  be  commemorated  as 
fully  as  possible,  and  in  such  manner  as  that  shall  educate  our 
people  in  the  causes  which  led  to-  the  war,  and  as  to  the  facts 
and  incidents  of  the  war  itself."  Mr.  Clarence  'M.  Warner's 
resolution: — "That  Mr.  Carstairsi  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  the  memorial  to  'Sir  James  Whitney  as  prepared  by  the  depu- 
tation for  Sir  James  and  (his  Council,  with  all  the  information  he 
has  in  his  possession;  and  that  the  affiliated  Societies  be  re- 
quested to  take  action  in  the  matter"  rider: — and  that  this  Com- 
mittee heartily  endorses  action  taken  and  sent  to  Government 
for  some  permanent  memorial  of  the  war  of  1812-14,  and  hereby 
appoint  Miss  Carnochan  and  Mr.  Garstairs,  sub -committee  with 
full  authority  to  take  all.  necessary  steps  upon  behalf  of  the 
O.H.S.  to  give  effect  to  the  efforts  of  the  deputation,  and  those 
Societies  that  have  the  matter  in  hand.  Moved  <by  C.  M.  Warner 
and  seconded  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  'Simpson.  ("Our  declaration,"  said 
Judge  McDonald).  In  reply  to  the  letter  of  Geo.  D.  Emerson, 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  171  Whitney  Place,  Buffalo: — "In  refer- 
ence to  proposed  Peace  Celebration,  1915 — having  read  the 
reply  to  Mr.  Emerson  of  our  President,  Mr.  Barlow  Cumberland, 
this  Committee  heartily  concurs1  in  his  opinion,  that  it  is  hardly 
opportune  yet  to  make  definite  plans  for  such  celebration — but 
later  on,  and  recommends  that  no  action  be  taken  in  the  matter 
at  present." 

(Mr.  Carstairs  was  then  called  upon  for  some  remarks  on  the 
Centennial  Celebration  Committee  report,  especially  'bearing  on 
the  victories  of  1812.  He  spoke  of  their  deputation,  Lieut. -Col. 
Merritt  and  others,  ,and  their  conference  with  Sir  James  Whitney, 
and  its  favourable  reception.  Referring  to  the  erection  of  a  euit- 


able  memorial — made  a  -strong  plea  that  this  should  be  erected  in 
Toronto,  the  Capital  ol  the  Province,  and  unveiled  on  the  100th 
anniveinsary  of  the  Battle  of  Queenston  Height's1.  Peace  Con- 
ference and  National  -Committee  to  assist  in  this  movement. 
Ontario  Historical  Society  unify  them.  Unique  celebration  that 
would  kindle  patriotism.  Sub-Committee  to  prepare  plan. 
Adoption  of  this  report  was  moved  iby  Miss  Camochan,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Cars-tears,  approved  by  the  President  and  carried.  Mr. 
AJ ex.  Fraser,  Provincial  Archivist,  suggested  that  a  'monument 
and  possibly  pageant  should  mark  the  beginning  of  our  history  as 
a  British  people. 

Tlhe  iafternoon  session  opened  .-at  2.30  with  discussion  on  Gov- 
ernment grant  to  O.H.S.,  which  Mr.  Warner1  said  had  been 
reduced  from  $1,000  to  $800.  $84.00  had  been  expended  on 
Plane  and  the  surplus  devoted  to  the  Museum  Fund.  Mr.  Car- 
stairs  said  there  should  be  some  sort  of  co-operation  among 
societies  to  government  grant.  Miss  Carnochan  said  'grants  are 
given  ior  work  done,  and  as  President  of  the  oldest,  the  Niagara 
Society,  extended  warmest  congratulations  to  the  newly  organ- 
ized Brockville  Historical  Society. 

Mists  iMachar,  the  gifted  poetess  and  author,  of  Kingston, 
reported  their  society  as  alas!  in  a  state  of  "suspended  anima- 
tion," 'but  they  were  looking  hopefully  to  Professor  James  L. 
Morison,  Prof,  of  History  at  Queen's  University,  who  had  formed 
a  'Students  University  Society,  which  might  become  affiliated 
with  the  Ontario  Historical  Society.  They  had  lost  the  historic 
old  'block  house,  because  the  price  put  on  it  was  too  high,  it  was 
demolished ;  nearly  lost  M<urney  tower  at  Macdonald  Park,  but 
Prof.  Shortt  came  to  the  rescue,  and  assisted  to  retain  it  for  a 
future  museum ;  and  they  hope  to  preserve  the  cottage  on  Queen 
Street  where  Governor  Simcoe  first  issued  proclamation  making 
Ontario  a  Province.  The  Eevd.  J.  J.  Brown  of  Tilsonburg  spoke 
of  a  "Temple  of  Peace"  with  its  twelve  pillars  representing  the 
twelve  Apostles,  and  containing  the  first  pipe  organ  built  in 
Canada,  by  Richard  Coates  of  Toronto,  who  was  a  band-master  in 
the  British  Army  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  in  the  Penin- 
sular iWars.  This  unique  structure  was  the  place  of  worship,  in 
1825,  of  a  'Sect  called  the  "Children  of  Peace,"  founded  by  David 
Willson  for  ,some  time  in  league  with  Wm.  Lyon  MacKenzie,  and 
who  had  three  of  his  sons  in  jail  during  the  troublous  winters  of 
1837-38.  This  relic  stands  on  a  hill  top  at  'Sharon,  40  miles  north 
of  Toronto,  to  which  several  references  are  to  be  found  in 
Scaddings'  "Toronto  of  Old." 

The  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  was  then  presented 
and  adopted — the  following  officers  being  elected : — President, 
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David  •Williams,  Collingwood ;  1st  Vice-President,  John  Dearnese, 
London;  2nd  Vice- President,  Clarence  M.  W'arner,  N'afpanee; 
Treasurer,  W.  A.  McLean,  Toronto.  The  Secretary  is  appointed 
at  the  first  Council  meeting  held  after  the  Annual  Session — the 
present  highly  valued  Secretary  being  Mr.  C.  W.  James,  Toronto. 
Councillors — Mrs.  E.  J.  Thompson  J.  S.  Carstairs,  B.A.,  Alex. 
Eraser,  M.A.,  Prov.  Archivist,  all  of  Toronto,  and  Jam.es  Morden, 
Niagara  Falls  South. 

Lt.-Col.  Co-le's  interesting  paper  on  Brockville  was  followed 
by  a  charming  little  address  from  Mrs.  (Col.)  Fisher,  Kegent  of 
the  General  Brock  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Empire, 
speaking  of  their  unsuccessful  efforts,  so  far,  to  obtain  sufficient 
funds  for  a  monument  they  were  desirous  of  erecting  in  memory 
of  General  Brock,  after  whom  their  town  was  named;  having 
to  change  their  plans  to  a  memorial  fountain  with  bronze  bust  of 
General  Brock,  this  was  viewed  with  more  favour.  The  fountain 
to  be  placed  in  the  Court  House  Grounds.  Hamilton  jMcCarthy, 
M.A.,  had  submitted  plans  of  'both  memorials.  The  loan  exhibit 
of  the  valuable  "Kivers  Collection"  was  then  viewed  and  the 
Daughters  of  the  Empire  entertained  the  delegates  very  delight- 
fully ,at  afternoon  tea. 

At  the  Public  Meeting  in  the  evening,  the  retiring  President. 
Mr.  Barlow  Cumberland,  gave  a  magnificent  address  on  "Can- 
ada's Heirlooms  of  Empire" — which  should  be  dealt  with,  he 
said,  as  a  national  trust  for  the  welfare  of  our  descendants,  not 
solely  for  present  advantage.  Population  rushing  in;  the  future 
granary  of  the  Empire  proved  by  cropis  of  many  millions  upon 
one-twelfth  of  the  surveyed  land.  Self -supporting  railways  are 
spreading  like  a  network  to  all  parts  of  the  territory.  Conserva- 
tion of  our  natural  heritages,  is  forcing  itself  upon  our  attention. 
Two  points,  love  of  home  and  colonizing  genius  upbuilds  while 
it  controls.  From  the  Mother  of  Parliaments,  came  the  Parlia- 
ments of  the  daughter  Colonies,  heirlooms — quoting  from  Kipling, 
"I'm  daughter  in  my  mother's  house,  but  mistress  in  mine  own." 
All  the  splendid  relics  of  our  several  provinces,  have  all  come 
from  'heirlooms  committed  to  our  care' — then  the  Dominion  arose. 
Hudson  Bay,  another  heirloom  to  deal  with  as  a  national  trust. 
Conservation  dealt  with  as  heirloom  of  others  yet  to  come.  But 
the  heirlooms  of  citizenship  in  our  own  country  and  Empire  the 
best  of  all.  Just  as  our  British  forefathers  received  to  theimselves 
men  of  other  nationalities  in  the  centuries,  welding  them  into  one 
patriotism,  so  must  we  do  for  the  future  of  our  common  country 
and  nationality.  To  those  coming  into  this  new  realm,  accept- 
ing our  allegiance  and  settling  their  stakes  in  the  soil,  we  give  our 
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heartiest  welcome  and  trust  to  their  honour  that  they  will  be  true 
to  those  who  have  conferred  these  lands  upon  them  and  to  the 
Empire  from  which  they  were  received.  Tlwo  yeans  ago  Can- 
adians 'Celebrated  the  tercentenary  of  Champlain.  This,  1910, 
when  our  eisteiemed  Governor  General  Earl  Grey  made  his 
record  trip,  is  the  tercentenary  of  the  year  in  which  the  bold 
English  sailor,  Henry  Hudson  first  sailed  into  the  Bay  to  which 
he  gave  his  name  and  which  was  to  be  his  grave.  As  British 
faith  has  been  kept  in  the  one,  so  will  it  tbe  in  the  other,  yet  the 
responsibility  lies  on  each  of  us.  Our  thought  >should  go  more  to 
the  fulfilment  of  duty — less  on  personal  gain  'and  more  on  the 
welfare  of  the  State.  So  shall  we  build  and  weld  together  a 
citizenship  and  a  British  race  equal  to  the  men  of  old  and  worthy 
of  th©  heritage  with  which  Canadians  have  'been  blessed."  This 
fine  patriotic  address  /wasi  enthusiastically  received.  Mr.  J. 
Oasitell  Hopkins, editor  of  the  "Canadian  Annual  Review  oif  Public 
Affairs, ' '  made  some  apropos  remarks;  on  the  stirring  of  a  common 
patriotism  and  Canada  the  pivot  of  Empire.  Mr.  Charles 
McDonald  of  Gananoque,  an  eminent  engineer,  who  had  been 
away  for  some  time,  spoke  of  how  greatly  pleased  he  was  on  his 
reiturn  to  find  that  steps  were  beinig  taken  to  interest  people  in 
the  history  of  their  'country  and  relating  a  thrilling  incident  of 
one  of  his  ancestors.  Mr.  C.  Ei.  Britton,  also  of  Gananoque, 
expressed  himself  in  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  Society. 
Mr.  H.  F.  Gardiner,  'Superintendent  of  the  Institute  for  the 
Blind  at  Brantford,  .and  a  native  of  Brockville,  made  a  plea  for 
the  preservation  of  the  "old  Rock  'School-house" — relics  of  peace 
more  than  war  in  the  making  of  a  country.  "N<anies  :are  the  pegs 
of  history."  Votes  of  thanks  were  then  passed  to  the  Mayor  and 
members  of  the  town  and  counties'  councils  for  courtesies  extend- 
ed, and  the  meeting  brought  to  a  close  by  all  present  joining 
heartily  in  singing  the  National  Anthem. 

Friday,  July  15th,  by  courtesy  of  the  jMayor  and  Council,  a 
complimentary  excursion  was  given  to  historic  points  on  the 
St.  Lawrence  river,  and  through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  G.  T. 
Fulford,  her  beautiful  yacht  the  "Magedoma"  placed  at  their 
disposal.  The  Ottawa  contingent  mistaking  the  hour  of  starting, 
which  had  been  changed,  were  reminded  at  the  Strathcona  by 
'phone  from  the  'Secretary — consequently  had  to  make  a  race 
for  it,  hailing  a  cab  en  route,  but  on  hastily  embarking  were 
gallantly  reminded  "Ottawa  was.  worth  waiting  for."  Mayor 
Patterson,  Councillor  Wilgress,  "The  Times,"  M.  C.  Franklin, 
the  "Recorder,"  Mrs.  McD.  Jackson,  Mrs.  Fidler,  (Miss  Smart 
and  many  others  accompanied  us  on  this  delightful  trip.  The  two 
Chimney  Islands,  one  above  and  one  below  Brockville,  were 
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visited,  about  which  there  was  so  (much  controversy  some  years 
ago.  The  one  below,  "Isle  Roy  ale,"  the  site  of  Fort  Levis  was 
fortified  by  Col.  Pouch ©t  in  1760,  'besieged  and  taken  (by  General 
Amherst  in  that  year  and  wais  the-  scene  of  the  last  battle  between 
France  and  Great  Britain  on  the  American  Continent.  During 
the  trip  Dr.  Coyne  read  some  interesting  extracts  from 
"Pouohet's  Memoirs  of  the  late  War,"  Yverdon  1784  (translated 
by  Franklin  B.  Hough)  now  one  of  the  rarest  Canadiana;  six  or 
seven  copies  are  known  in  America,  one  being  in  the  Toronto 
Public  Library.  Landing  at  Prescott  at  noon  we  received  a  most 
cordial  welcome,  carriages  awaiting  us,  delightful  luncheon  at  the 
"Alexandria,"  followed  by  a  drive  to  famous  old  Fort  .Wellington, 
where  our  party  was  photographed.  This  Fort,  built  in  1813,  wais 
named  after  General  Wellington,  t(hen  Commander  of  the  British 
forces.  The  original  structure  was  built  of  wood,  but  it  was 
reconstructed,  in  1887-38.  The  entrance  is  by  a  massive  gateway 
on  the  north  side.  On  the  south  is  an  earth  covered  sally  port. 
The  lower  part  of  the  fort  is  furnished  with  vaulted  chambers  for 
storing  arms,  etc.  Embarking  again  we  viewed  "en  passant" 
the  scene  of  the  Battle  of  the  Windmill,  on  a  prominent  point 
just  below  the  town,  and  the  old  Windmill  where  the  rebels  took 
refuge  and  the  Loyalists  were  victorious.  In  1872  this  old  Wind- 
mill was  purchased  by  the  Dominion  Government  and  is  now 
doing  duty  as  a  Lighthouse.  Let  me  suggest  that  there  be  placed 
on  it  a  bronze  tablet,  with  a  suitable  inscription — that  "he  who 
runs  may  read."  We  had  a  glimpse  also  of  the  little  "Blue 
Church,"  the  oldest  place  of  worship  in  that  part  of  Canada; 
and,  in  the  cemetery  nearby,  the  fine  monument,  erected  about  ^ 
year  ago,  over  the  grave  of  Barbara  Heck,  the  founder  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada. 

We  were  now  homeward  bound,  and,  at  a  short  session  held 
on  board  the  "Ma-gedoma, "  the  Town  of  Brantford  was  chosen 
as  t(he  meeting  place  for  the  next  annual,  session  of  1911.  And 
the  Ontario  Historical  Society's  Convention  brought  to  a  close — 
with  many  regrets  at  parting  with  our  congenial  friends — and 
hearty  thanks  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  the  delegates 
by  Mrs.  Fulford,  'the  Daughters  of  the  Empire,  the  Mayor  and 
Council,  and  the  Press,  of  the  pretty  and  historic  Town/  of 
Brockville. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JEINN'Y  R.  SIMPSON, 

Hon.  Rec.  Secretary. 

Read  before  the  Women's  Canadian  Historical  Society  of 
Ottawa,  Novemlber  llth,  1910. 
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